Poor development of outer dense fibers as a major cause of tail abnormalities in the spermatozoa of asthenoteratozoospermic men.
For a reasonable analysis of sperm motility, consideration should be given to the morphology of the flagellum. Among various tail disturbances, the present paper describes a structural shaft defect that is characterized by variations in diameter, poor outline and/or lacking endpiece. Electron microscopical examinations, especially the negative staining technique, have shown that in addition to membrane alterations there is one essential cause for the limited extension of the outer dense fibres. This disturbance may be of genetic origin or due to toxic or inflammatory influences. Further molecular biological studies are required to detect the actual cause of this defect, for which there is so far no adequate therapy.